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Fieldwork wave Cohort 1 Cohort 2 

   

Wave 1 (Jan/Feb 2019) 
Grade 1 Term 1  Grade 2 Term 1  

n=570 n=570  

   

Wave 2 (Oct/Nov 2019) 
Grade 1 Term 4  Grade 2 Term 4  

n=550 n=559  

   

Wave 3 (Feb/Mar 2021) 
Grade 3 Term 1  Grade 4 Term 1  

n=432 n=411  

   

Table 1. Learner cohorts by data collection wave

Background 

Skill Cohort I Cohort 2 
   

Letter sound knowledge Wave 1, 2 & 3 Wave 1, 2 & 3 
   

Digraph/trigraph sound knowledge Wave 1, 2 & 3 Wave 1, 2 & 3 
   

Familiar Word Reading Wave 2 & 3 Wave 1, 2 & 3 
   

Oral Reading Fluency Wave 2 & 3 Wave 1, 2 & 3 
   

 Table 2 . Early Grade  Reading Assessment Components





2019 Learning Trajectories 



2019 -2020 Learning Trajectories 



Learning Losses 



Baseline household characteristics



Conclusion  

• We find no gender differences in the impact of COVID-19 
but weaker learners are extremely affected by the 
school closures.

• A particularly concerning finding is the number of 
learners who are reported to have never returned in 
2020 when schools re-opened and those who are 
currently not attending any school.

• The learners in this sample are only attending school 
every second day.



Conclusion  

Andrabi et al.(2020) and Pritchett (2020)

Andrabi et al. (2020) and Pritchett (2020) warn that the 
short-term losses are likely to be a lower bound if 

pedagogy continues as usual in line with curriculum 
demands. As children are moved up grade levels, those 

who are behind will continue to learn less each year.



• How does business unusual look like?
• How do we make best of what the system is providing?
• EGRA  - How school use it to measure where they are –

where they want to go.  



https://fundawande.org/

https://fundawande.org/



