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Background

Wave 1 (Jan/Feb 2019) Gradﬁ :15;8”“ L Gradﬁ :25;8“ L
Grade 1 Term 4 Grade 2¥erm 4

Wave 2 (Oct/Nov 2019) o kg o teg
,a ~

Wave 3 (Feb/Mar 2021) \(ira_dii%grm L Gradre]:=44lirm 1

Table 1. Learner cohorts by data collection wave

Skill Cohort | ‘ Cohort 2 ‘
Letter sound knowledge Wave 1,2 &3 Wave 1,2 &3
Digraph/trigraph sound knowledge Wave 1,2 & 3 Wave 1,2 &3
Familiar Word Reading Wave 2 & 3 Wave 1,2 &3
Oral Reading Fluency Wave 2 & 3 Wave 1,2 &3

Table 2 . Early Grade Reading Assessment Components




Benchmarking early grade
reading skills in Nguni
languages

Cally Arcington, Gabrisle Wills, Blizabsth Protorius, Nicola Deghays, Nompumelsio Mohohhwans,
Alicia Menandez, Mangamso Misates, and Servaas van der Berg
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By the end of grade 3
all learners should be able to read 35
WORDS correct per minute

when reading a passage

By the end of grade 2

all learners should be able to read at least
20 WORDS correct per minute
when reading a passage
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Figure 5.
Pre-pandemic
learning
trajectories for
letter sounds
per minute
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Figure 1.
Correct

letter sounds
per minute

- cohort 1
versus cohort
Il trajectory
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Figure 2.

Reading losses

Learning Losses
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Baseline household

characteristics

Electricity 97% 96%
Mobile phone 99% 99%
Computer 33% 30%
Radio 73% 70%
Television 94% 95%
Toilet inside home 60% 61%
Running water inside home 71% 68%
Fridge 93% 93%
Washing machine 67% 64%
Microwave 82% 82%
Bicycle 34% 31%
Vehicle 51% 52%

A lot of books

1%

1%

:- - No books 67% 62% o
: Few books 24% 27%

: Some books 7% 8%

: Many books 1% 2%

i
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Baseline household characteristics




Conclusion

| * We find no gender differences in the impact of COVID-19
but weaker learners are extremely affected by the
school closures.

* A particularly concerning finding is the number of
learners who are reported to have never returned in
2020 when schools re-opened and those who are
currently not attending any school.

* The learners in this sample are only attending school
~ every second day.




Conclusion

Andrabi et al.(2020) and Pritchett (2020)

Andrabi et al. (2020) and Pritchett (2020) warn that the
short-term losses are likely to be a lower bound if
pedagogy continues as usual in line with curriculum
demands. As children are moved up grade levels, those
who are behind will continue to learn less each year.
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e How does business unusual look like?

* How do we make best of what the system is providing?

* EGRA - How school use it to measure where they are —
where they want to go.
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